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6th February 2009
‘Be Prepared’ THORPE PARK, the Scouts and Brownies are moving in!
THORPE PARK has some temporary new residents for 2009 as the Thorpe Scouts and Guides have moved their headquarters to the Park. The group, which includes, Scouts, Beavers, Cubs and Brownies, have begun holding their weekly meetings in the grounds of the theme park as a result of their old building failing to meet health and safety standards.
The Thorpe Scouts and Brownies have been meeting in the old scout hut in Ten Acre Lane since 1966 when the timber building had been constructed, but the structure has become unsafe as a result of water damage from the leaking roof. Before the opportunity arose for the old hut to be rebuilt the building was inspected by The Scout Association and the group were told it was unsafe to use as a meeting place.

With the prospect of being disbanded, the Thorpe Youth Association, Canon Michael Hereward-Rothwell, Councillor Elaine Gill, Mrs Joan Curran (a former Brownie Brown Owl), Mr Ken Cooper (a previous Group Leader of 2nd Thorpe Scouts) and Mr Peter Chidzey, took up the task of finding the Scouts and Brownies a new home whilst also raising the funds needed to prepare planning permission for a new hut at Ten Acre Lane. 
Councillor Elaine Gill said; ‘I’ve known Chris Edge, Head of Development at THORPE PARK, for some time now and when I told him about the Scouts and Brownies losing their meeting place he immediately suggested they move to the Park. It’s the perfect location as the group can stay together and it’s still in the local area.’ Stuart Rigden, 2nd Thorpe Group Scout Leader, added; ‘We’ve only been at the Park for a short time but it already feels like home.’

Chris comments, ‘The Scouts and Brownies are such an important part of the local community, so to be able to help give them a temporary home while their current location is being repaired, is something we were more than happy to do’. 
The Thorpe Youth Association are now in the process of putting together fundraising ideas to raise money to rebuild the old scout hut so that the group can move home. The application for planning permission has begun but more money is desperately needed. To support the rebuilding of the Ten Acre Lane old scout hut please contact Councillor Elaine Gill cllr.elaine.gill@runnymede.gov.uk. 

THORPE PARK, as part of the Merlin Entertainments Group, is proud to support the children’s charity Merlin’s Magic Wand which provides magical experiences and support to children who are seriously ill, disabled and disadvantaged. Chris Edge added; ‘As a supporter of Merlin’s Magic Wand we are able to help children from all over the world enjoy magical days out, so it is great to be able to directly help the children from our local area’. 
-Ends-
For further information please contact the THORPE PARK Press Office on +44 (0) 1932 577130 / press.office@thorpe-park.co.uk.
Notes to Editors:

THORPE PARK is part of Merlin Entertainments Group, the leading name in location based, family entertainment that has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years.  The world’s No 2 visitor attraction operator, Merlin aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 30 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and 13000 employees.
Bigger than Universal and second only to Disney, Merlin Entertainments brings together LEGOLAND, Madame Tussauds, London Eye, SEA LIFE, Gardaland, Dungeons – as well as national brands such as Alton Towers Resort, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo, Warwick Castle and Heide Park.  All brands which are distinctive, challenging and innovative – and which have great potential for growth in the future. Visit www.merlinentertainments.biz for more information.
· THORPE PARK is open for the full season from 14 March to 8 November 2009. Visit www.thorpepark.com for more information.

· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £72 when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate rate is £92 for a Family Ticket.) Check back regularly for sensational offers!

· Advance online booking rates: £24 adults, £16 children (under 12). On-the-Gate Rates: £35 adults, £21 children (under 12).

· Height restrictions apply on certain rides. 

· Fastrack tickets and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.thorpepark.com.

· Please note that THORPE PARK is spelt in capitals.

Notes to Picture Editors:

High Resolution images of THORPE PARK are available for the media to download free of charge from www.thorpepark.com/press.

