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Date: 18th August 2009 

THORPE PARK SAYS NO TO B.O. AS PETRIFIED BRITS SWEAT IT OUT IN SUMMER HEAT 

From tomorrow, THORPE PARK will be banning vistors from riding their star attractions with their hands in the air when temperatures top 25̊C in a bid to crack down on summer B.O. complaints as terrified Brits sweat it out in queue lines of the Park’s big rides. 
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The unprecendented ban will kickstart on Wednesday 19th August when temparatures are expected to reach 29̊C, making it the hottest recorded day of the month, and will involve the implementation of ‘Say No to B.O.’ signs in the queue lines of some of the Park’s most terrifying rides including Stealth, Colossus and Nemesis Inferno. 

Mike Vallis, Divisional Director at THORPE PARK comments: ‘It’s been a bit of a rollercoaster summer in regards to the weather but we have found that when the temperature gauge tops 25̊C the level of unpleasant smells can become unacceptable and we do receive complaints. Coupled with the fact that our rides are really scary and people sweat more than normal due to the fear and anticipate they experience whilst queuing up, it can get really pongy. 

‘Therefore, we felt a ban in temperatures of 25̊C plus would be the best way of ensuring our guests have the most enjoyable experience and aren’t exposed to any unsavoury armpits!’ 

THORPE PARK’s dedicated ‘thrillologist’ Brendan Walker, who uses his uniquely developed ‘Thrill Technology’ to record the changing physiology of a rider during high-adrenaline forms of entertainment, adds: ‘The anticipation and terror felt by people whilst queuing to get on really scary rides will certainly fuel the odour levels at THORPE PARK this summer. 

‘When people are scared they produce more sweat due to the sympathetic nervous system kicking in. This reaction will bring on what is commonly known as the ‘fight or flight response’, where humans decide whether to face the threat they are faced with head-on or flee from the scene. Those who don’t bottle it and stick out the queue to go on the ride will produce lots of sweat as the skin’s pores open up to cool the body down and prepare it for action.  

‘Because rides like Stealth are so scary - rocketing you 205ft high at speeds of 0-80mph in just 2 seconds - peoples’ sweat pores will be working overtime. The other big rides on offer, including Colossus and Nemesis Inferno, are equally terrifying - so there is bound to be lots of fear-induced perspiration in these queues as well!’  

Ends-
For further information please contact the THORPE PARK Press Office on +44 (0) 20 7229 4400 / thorpepark@nelsonbostock.com or +44 (0) 1932 577130 / press.office@thorpe-park.co.uk
Notes to Editors:

THORPE PARK is part of the MERLIN ENTERTAINMENTS GROUP, the leading name in location based, family entertainment, which has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years.   The world’s second largest visitor attraction operator, Merlin has 58 attractions, 6 hotels and 2 holiday villages in 13 countries, across 3 continents.   The company aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 35 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and 13,500 employees.   

Merlin Entertainments operates the following attractions – SEA LIFE including the SEA LIFE London Aquarium, Madame Tussauds, LEGOLAND, the London Eye, Dungeons, Gardaland, LEGOLAND Discovery Centres, Alton Towers Resort, Warwick Castle, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures & Zoo, Heide Park, and Earth Explorer.  Visit www.merlinentertainments.biz for more information.
· THORPE PARK is open for the full season from 14 March to 8 November 2009. Visit www.thorpepark.com for more information.

· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £82 when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate rate is £92 for a Family Ticket.) Check back regularly for sensational offers!

· Advance online booking rates: £28 adults, £18 children (under 12). On-the-Gate Rates: £35 adults, £21 children (under 12).

· Height restrictions apply on certain rides. 

· Fastrack tickets and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.thorpepark.com.

· Please note that THORPE PARK is spelt in capitals.

Notes to Picture Editors:
High Resolution images of THORPE PARK are available for the media to download free of charge from http://www.thorpepark.com/press_imagebank.php
