[image: image1.jpg]



15th April 2010
GOOGLE ‘COASTER’ VIEW AT THORPE PARK

Today the public have been invited to take a virtual walk around the nation’s Thrill Capital, THORPE PARK, as Google has launched the first ever Street View imagery of some of the UK’s favourite visitor attractions. 360 degree street level imagery of the Park can now be explored from your computer before you set out making planning a day trip easier than ever before.

Users of Street View can now prepare themselves for the 100ft nerve-shredding ‘beyond vertical’ drop of SAW – The Ride, marvel at the staggering 205ft of Stealth, one of Europe’s fastest rollercoasters, stand in awe of the world’s first ten looping rollercoaster Colossus and witness the fires of the Nemesis Inferno volcano all before they leave their home. Guests can not only familiarise themselves with the layout of the Park online before they arrive, but can also navigate the best route around to decide which rides to make a bee-line for, in order to make sure they see and do everything they want to get the very best out of their day.
The images were taken by the Google Trike (a three wheeled bike with camera equipment attached to it) last year towards the end of summer, and are not real time. The imagery was then processed and carefully stitched together before being added to Google Street View today. 
Vicki Smith, THORPE PARK’s Marketing Director, commented: ‘With some of Europe’s most extreme rollercoasters on offer at THORPE PARK, Google Street View provides our guests with a fantastic platform to see all of the thrilling rides we have, prior to their visit.’

Laura Scott, spokeswoman for Google Street View said: ‘With summer around the corner and the family clamouring for some adventure, Street View should prove the ideal planning tool for a great day out.’ 
Google safeguards privacy by blurring faces where they are identifiable and provides the easily accessible report a problem tool for flagging inappropriate or sensitive imagery for review and removal. Where blurring tools have missed the odd face anybody can report these them and extra blurring will be applied. 

Google has worked closely with Europe’s top visitor attraction operator Merlin Entertainments Group to launch Street View images of some of it’s top UK attractions including THORPE PARK, Alton Towers Resort, Chessington World of Adventures, LEGOLAND Windsor and SEA LIFE Weymouth, all of which can be visited at maps.google.co.uk.
-Ends-
For further information please contact the THORPE PARK Press Office on +44 (0) 1932 577130 / press.office@thorpe-park.co.uk
Notes to Editors:

MERLIN ENTERTAINMENTS GROUP is the leading name in location based family entertainment, and has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last six years.   Europe’s No 1, and the world’s second largest visitor attraction operator, Merlin has 61 attractions, 6 hotels and two holiday villages in 13 countries, across 3 continents.   The company aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 38.5 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and 15,000 employees.   

Merlin Entertainments operates the following attractions – SEA LIFE – the world’s biggest aquarium brand, Madame Tussauds, LEGOLAND, The Merlin Entertainments London Eye, Dungeons, Gardaland, LEGOLAND Discovery Centres, Alton Towers Resort, Warwick Castle, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures, Heide Park, and Earth Explorer.  All brands which are distinctive, challenging and innovative – and which have great potential for growth in the future.  

· THORPE PARK is open for the full season from 18 March to 7 November 2010. Visit www.thorpepark.com for more information.

· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £88 when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate rate is £102 for a Family Ticket.) Check back regularly for sensational offers!

· Advance online booking rates: £29.50 adults, £19.50 children (under 12). On-the-Gate Rates: £37 adults, £24 children (under 12).

· Height restrictions apply on certain rides. 

· Fastrack tickets and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.thorpepark.com.

· Please note that THORPE PARK is spelt in capitals.

· Follow THORPE PARK on Facebook, www.facebook.com/thorpepark, Twitter, www.twitter.com/THORPEPARK and YouTube www.youtube.com/wwwTHORPEPARKcom
Google Street View

Street View was first launched in May 2007 and is the hugely popular street-level mapping feature in Google Maps. Imagery is available in over 20 countries around the world. 
Notes to Picture Editors:

High Resolution images of THORPE PARK are available for the media to download free of charge from http://www.thorpepark.com/imagebank
