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THE END IS COMING...

CHLOE MADELEY’S DYNAMITE LAUNCH OF THE UK’S FIRST WINGED ROLLERCOASTER, THE SWARM, AT THORPE PARK

Backed by our boys, Chloe launches Britain’s ultimate adrenaline fix at the nation’s Thrill Capital
TV presenter and model, Chloe Madeley, joined forces with a troop of uniformed soldiers1 at THORPE PARK this week, for an explosive photo shoot to celebrate the start of the eight-month build of the UK’s first ever winged rollercoaster, newly named as THE SWARM. 
The blonde bombshell donned an eye-catching military-inspired ensemble and was given a helping hand by British soldiers as she posed with a giant dynamite-plunger to blow up the site where THE SWARM will be built on its own island. 

Arriving exclusively at THORPE PARK in spring 2012, the terrifying new rollercoaster will take thrill-seekers on a death-defying flight through apocalyptic devastation with a unique head-first 127 foot inverted drop. As the UK’s first ever winged rollercoaster riders will have nothing above or below them, which means they are completely exposed to extreme near misses and gut-wrenching inversions, as THE SWARM rips through the sky on its merciless mission of total annihilation. 
At the launch, Chloe commented: “I’ve always been a bit of an adrenaline-junkie, so to be here today helping to launch the UK’s first ever winged rollercoaster is pretty spectacular. It’s been great fun being perched on top of a dynamite plunger, and I’m loving the support from the boys.”
THE SWARM will be installed on a brand new island adjacent to the Park’s iconic rollercoaster, Stealth and has been designed by Swiss manufacturers, Bolliger & Mabillard. 
Tickets for the opening of THE SWARM are available now at www.thorpepark.com
THORPE PARK is the first destination for hardcore adrenalin junkies. From heart pounding rides that test the laws of gravity to rollercoasters that push even the most unbreakable to the limit, THORPE PARK is the nation’s Thrill Capital. 
With so many of Europe’s most extreme rides and attractions to get your adrenaline pumping, you’d be a wimp to only ride once a year – hardcore thrill seekers are up for it 2 days running, so why not stay overnight and visit again the next day!* And if you don’t want the ride to stop, get 12 months of adrenaline-fuelled fun with the THORPE PARK Annual Pass. For more information and to book online visit www.thorpepark.com 
*For more information on 2 and 3 day tickets visit www.thorpepark.com and for more information on hotel stays visit www.thorpebreaks.co.uk 

-Ends-
For further information please contact the THORPE PARK Press Office on +44 (0) 20 7291 3000 / thorpepark@housepr.com or +44 (0) 1932 577130 / press.office@thorpe-park.co.uk
Notes to Editors:

As the nation’s Thrill Capital, THORPE PARK is the ‘must do’ destination for adrenaline seekers with over 25 rides and attractions all within 20 miles of Central London. With a core audience of 16 to 34 year olds and ‘up-for-it’ families, THORPE PARK is constantly pushing the boundaries with new rides. With rollercoasters such as SAW – The Ride (2009), the world’s first horror movie themed rollercoaster, Stealth (2006), one of Europe’s fastest and tallest rollercoasters and Colossus (2002), the world’s first ten inversion rollercoaster, as well as attractions such as Rush (2005), the world’s largest Speed Swing and Slammer (2005), Europe’s first Sky Swat, the Park has been leading the way in the UK when it comes to extreme theme park thrills.

1 Soldiers within the photo shoot supplied by Squadease 

· THORPE PARK is open for the full season from 17 March to 6 November 2011. Visit www.thorpepark.com for more information.

· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £88+VAT when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate rate is £100+VAT for a Family Ticket.) Check back regularly for sensational offers!

· Advance online booking rates: £25.50+VAT adults, £22+VAT children (under 12). On-the-Gate Rates: £34+VAT adults, £25+VAT children (under 12).

· For year-round group savings and benefits, including free group leader tickets, go to Merlin Groups (www.merlingroups.com). Group sizes start at just 7 people and bookings can be made online or by calling 0871 222 6944.

· Height restrictions apply on certain rides. 

· Fastrack tickets and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.thorpepark.com.

· Please note that THORPE PARK is spelt in capitals.

· Download the THORPE PARK Official iPhone and iPod Touch App for FREE from the App Store.  http://www.thorpepark.com/plan-your-visit/thorpe-park-official-app.aspx
· Follow THORPE PARK on Facebook, www.facebook.com/thorpepark, Twitter, www.twitter.com/THORPEPARK and YouTube www.youtube.com/wwwTHORPEPARKcom.

· For press information visit www.thorpepark.com/press and for high resolution images of THORPE PARK that are available to download free of charge visit www.thorpepark.com/imagebank.


MERLIN ENTERTAINMENTS is the leading name in location-based, family entertainment, and has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years. Europe’s Number 1 and the world’s second-largest visitor attraction operator, Merlin now operates over 74 attractions, six hotels/two holiday villages in 17 countries and across four continents. The company aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 43.6 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and more than 15,000 employees. Merlin Entertainments operates the following attractions - SEA LIFE, Madame Tussauds, LEGOLAND, The EDF Energy London Eye, Dungeons, Gardaland, LEGOLAND Discovery Centres, Alton Towers Resort, Warwick Castle, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures Resort, Heide Park, Earth Explorer, Sydney Aquarium, Sydney Wildlife World, Sydney Tower Observatory and Skywalk, Kelly Tarlton’s Antarctic Encounter Underwater World, Oceanworld Manly and Hamilton Island Koala Gallery. All brands which are distinctive, challenging and innovative – and which have great potential for growth in the future. Visit www.merlinentertainments.biz for more information. 
