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31st March 2011
THORPE PARK’S NEW £20M DEVELOPMENT IS NO APRIL FOOLS
THORPE PARK is delighted to announce that on Wednesday 30th March 2011, the Runnymede Borough Council granted full planning consent for the development of the Park’s seventh rollercoaster, with construction due to commence in May 2011.
Considered by many as the ‘Rolls Royce’ of the rollercoaster industry, Swiss manufacturer, Bolliger & Mabillard (B&M) has been commissioned to build the 127ft high coaster that is due to open in spring 2012.  The ride, known as a Wing Rider, is a significant overall investment of £20m, and will feature the unique seating arrangement where guests are positioned either side of the track with nothing below or above them, leaving them to feel vulnerable and exposed…heightening the thrill.
Project named LC12, the ride will be located on one of the new islands next to the Park’s iconic rollercoaster, Stealth, and will take on a THORPE PARK twist through 4 extreme inversions as riders are dragged on a death-defying flight into apocalyptic devastation.  
With some of the theme elements, including crashed aircrafts, having already drawn criticism from the British Airline and Pilot Association (BALPA) who branded it ‘tasteless’ due to the Park’s proximity to Heathrow, Mike Vallis, Divisional Director at THORPE PARK, comments:  “We’re absolutely ecstatic with the decision as we’re incredibly excited about the new ride.  It is something that cannot be found anywhere else in the country and the exceptional theme elements will enhance the experience.  The whole project has been heavily researched and the results showed unequivocal support for the theme of ‘urban devastation’.
This new rollercoaster is the first investment of our Medium Term Development plans that were also granted by the Council yesterday and marks a significant stage in moving THORPE PARK towards a short break destination, and ultimately a resort positioning with a hotel proposal also in development.”

	Quick Facts:

	Project Name: LC12

Manufacturer: Bolliger & Mabillard (B&M)

Height: 38.6m / 127ft

Inversions: 4

Investment: £20m 

Trains x seats: 2 x 28 seats

Length of track: approx. 775metres


- Ends -

For further information please contact the THORPE PARK Press Office on +44 (0) 1932 577130 / press.office@thorpe-park.co.uk
Notes to Editors:

As the nation’s Thrill Capital, THORPE PARK is the ‘must do’ destination for adrenaline seekers with over 25 rides and attractions all within 20 miles of Central London. With a core audience of 16 to 34 year olds and ‘up-for-it’ families, THORPE PARK is constantly pushing the boundaries with new rides. With rollercoasters such as SAW – The Ride (2009), the world’s first horror movie themed rollercoaster, Stealth (2006), one of Europe’s fastest and tallest rollercoasters and Colossus (2002), the world’s first ten inversion rollercoaster, as well as attractions such as Rush (2005), the world’s largest Speed Swing and Slammer (2005), Europe’s first Sky Swat, the Park has been leading the way in the UK when it comes to extreme theme park thrills.

· THORPE PARK is open for the full season from 17 March to 6 November 2011. Visit www.thorpepark.com for more information.

· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £80+VAT when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate rate is £88+VAT for a Family Ticket.) Check back regularly for sensational offers!

· Advance online booking rates: £23+VAT adults, £20+VAT children (under 12). On-the-Gate Rates: £33+VAT adults, £22+VAT children (under 12).

· For year-round group savings and benefits, including free group leader tickets, go to Merlin Groups (www.merlingroups.com). Group sizes start at just 7 people and bookings can be made online or by calling 0871 222 6944.

· Height restrictions apply on certain rides. 

· Fastrack tickets and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.thorpepark.com.

· Please note that THORPE PARK is spelt in capitals.

· Download the THORPE PARK Official iPhone and iPod Touch App for FREE from the App Store.  http://www.thorpepark.com/plan-your-visit/thorpe-park-official-app.aspx
· Follow THORPE PARK on Facebook, www.facebook.com/thorpepark, Twitter, www.twitter.com/THORPEPARK and YouTube www.youtube.com/wwwTHORPEPARKcom.

· For press information visit www.thorpepark.com/press and for high resolution images of THORPE PARK that are available to download free of charge visit www.thorpepark.com/imagebank.


MERLIN ENTERTAINMENTS GROUP is the leading name in location-based, family entertainment, and has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years.  Europe’s Number 1 and the world’s second-largest visitor attraction operator, 70 attractions, six hotels/two holiday villages in 16 countries and across four continents.  The company aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its more than 40 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and more than 15,000 employees. Merlin Entertainments’ brands include – SEA LIFE – the world’s biggest aquarium brand; Madame Tussauds, LEGOLAND, The EDF Energy London Eye, Dungeons, Gardaland, LEGOLAND Discovery Centres, Alton Towers Resort, Warwick Castle, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures, Sydney Aquarium, Sydney Tower Observatory and Skywalk, Sydney Wildlife World, Heide Park and Earth Explorer.
