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YELLOW-BELLIED BRITAIN
THORPE PARK TAKES DRASTIC MEASURES TO CATER FOR WIMPS AS LATEST ATTRACTION, EXPERIMENT 10, TAPS INTO THE COUNTRY’S TOP PHOBIAS
It’s official: Brits are a nation of wimps, with a fear of the dark, sudden noises and confined spaces topping a poll of phobias commissioned by THORPE PARK, the nation’s Thrill Capital, to celebrate its latest Fright Nights attraction, live action horror maze, Experiment 10. www.thorpepark.com/frightnights. 
As Fright Nights continues its 10th year of fear from 21st to 31st October*, THORPE PARK has conducted a survey of over 2,000 individuals to tap into the nation’s deepest, darkest phobias for its most extreme attraction yet, Experiment 10. The results showed that an alarming 44% of Brits admitted to being afraid of the dark, with 48% of Brits suffering from ligyrophobia, a fear of sudden loud noises, and 42% living in fear of confined spaces. And with an unusually high number of thrill-seekers wimping out of facing the unexpected sounds and the pitch black confinement cells of the new attraction, the Park has had to take drastic measures by creating a bespoke area to house the horror maze dropouts, and drafting in St John’s Ambulance to treat a small number of people who actually passed out. So deep-rooted are these fears, that a worrying 3% of Brits are prone to wetting themselves when confronted with their worst fear, with a further 3% having done themselves an injury. 

With Experiment 10’s terrifying confinement cells causing many people to wimp out, the poll also looked at who the nation would least like to be trapped in a confined space with and despite being one of the first to experience the new horror maze, Katie Price was voted as the person people would least like to be trapped in a confined space with (16%), second only to John McCririck (32%). Conversely, X-Factor heartthrob, Gary Barlow’s, lust-factor reigns supreme with over 20% of Brits citing him as the person they would most like to be groped by in the dark. And with a large number of couples to Experiment 10’s confinement cells already making use of the time alone in the dark, Gary better watch out if he visits the Park during Fright Nights!
Mike Vallis, Divisional Director at THORPE PARK said: “Our thrill-seekers have insatiable appetites for all things extreme, which is why we always try to exceed their expectations. When we started creating Experiment 10, we wanted to go beyond traditional horror and take people on a genuinely terrifying exploration through their darkest fears. From being trapped in a confined space, to experiencing a sick and twisted hospital room, to encountering strange beings lurking in the darkness, it is psychologically challenging in the extreme and not for the faint-hearted.” 
Guests to Fright Nights are also being warned by the Park to be careful as, in the battle of the sexes, men are more than twice as likely to injure themself when terrified whilst, perhaps unsurprisingly, women are four times as likely to burst into tears. Asked how much cash they would accept to confront their phobias, men are clearly the cheaper sex with 10% caving at a mere £100, whereas women priced their emotional distress at a much higher value, with 18% of women opting for more than £1 million. 
The survey also revealed that a fear of the unknown is widely prevalent, with 38% believing ghosts exist, 24% believing UFOs exist and some 13% fearing that scientific testing will go against nature and have disastrous consequences. Asked what they would do to avoid facing their fear, 17% of Brits would rather walk down the street naked, whilst 7% would even consider passionately kissing their mother/father in law in act of desperation.
For those with deeply rooted fears 32% have suffered a lack of sleep, 10% have been unable to work and 3% even admit that it has interrupted their sex life with a drop in libido. 
THORPE PARK is the ultimate horror destination this Halloween as Fright Nights returns for its 10th year of fear at the nation’s Thrill Capital. Experience a whole different Park after dark on some of Europe’s most extreme rides before braving the Park’s 5 live action horror mazes, including new for 2011, Experiment 10.

For more information and to book online visit www.thorpepark.com 

* Opening times:

·  21st – 31st October (28th-31st October is strictly advanced booking only)

-Ends-

For further information please contact the THORPE PARK Press Office on +44 (0) 20 7291 3000 thorpepark@housepr.com or +44 (0) 1932 577130 / press.office@thorpe-park.co.uk
Notes to Editors:

As the nation’s Thrill Capital, THORPE PARK is the ‘must do’ destination for adrenaline seekers with over 25 rides and attractions all within 20 miles of Central London. With a core audience of 16 to 34 year olds and ‘up-for-it’ families, THORPE PARK is constantly pushing the boundaries with new rides. With rollercoasters such as SAW – The Ride (2009), the world’s first horror movie themed rollercoaster, Stealth (2006), one of Europe’s fastest and tallest rollercoasters and Colossus (2002), the world’s first ten inversion rollercoaster, as well as attractions such as Rush (2005), the world’s largest Speed Swing and Slammer (2005), Europe’s first Sky Swat, the Park has been leading the way in the UK when it comes to extreme theme park thrills.

· THORPE PARK is open for the full season from 17 March to 6 November 2011. Visit www.thorpepark.com for more information.

· Family ticket (2 adults and 2 children under 12) only £80+VAT when booking in advance on the web. (On-the-Gate rate is £88+VAT for a Family Ticket.) Check back regularly for sensational offers!

· Advance online booking rates: £23+VAT adults, £20+VAT children (under 12). On-the-Gate Rates: £33+VAT adults, £22+VAT children (under 12).

· For year-round group savings and benefits, including free group leader tickets, go to Merlin Groups (www.merlingroups.com). Group sizes start at just 7 people and bookings can be made online or by calling 0871 222 6944.

· Height restrictions apply on certain rides. 

· Fastrack tickets and special offers are available online when booking in advance on www.thorpepark.com.

· Please note that THORPE PARK is spelt in capitals.

· Download the THORPE PARK Official iPhone and iPod Touch App for FREE from the App Store.  http://www.thorpepark.com/plan-your-visit/thorpe-park-official-app.aspx
· Follow THORPE PARK on Facebook, www.facebook.com/thorpepark, Twitter, www.twitter.com/THORPEPARK and YouTube www.youtube.com/wwwTHORPEPARKcom.
· For press information visit www.thorpepark.com/press and for high resolution images of THORPE PARK that are available to download free of charge visit www.thorpepark.com/imagebank.


The MERLIN ENTERTAINMENTS GROUP is the leading name in location based, family entertainment, which has seen the most successful and dynamic growth of any company in the sector over the last five years.   Europe’s number one, and the world’s second largest visitor attraction operator, Merlin has 64 attractions and 6 hotels in 12 countries, across 3 continents.   The company aims to deliver memorable and rewarding experiences to its 40 million visitors worldwide, through its iconic global and local brands, and the commitment and passion of its managers and more than 15,000 employees.   

Merlin Entertainments operates the following attractions – SEA LIFE – the world’s No 1 aquarium brand, Madame Tussauds, LEGOLAND, EDF Energy London Eye, Dungeons, Gardaland, LEGOLAND Discovery Centres, Alton Towers Resort, Warwick Castle, THORPE PARK, Chessington World of Adventures, Heide Park, Underwater Adventures, and Earth Explorer.

